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SEEING LIKE A STATE

(REAL FOREST:
habitat
firewood
shelter
beauty
medicinal plants
hunting ground
sacred space
... )

The state-like entity “can’t see the forest for the
linear board feet...” BUT... its “seeing” does 
TRANSFORM the actual forest... towards nothing
but what the state-like entity “saw” to begin with 

an “interested” “knowledge...”
an “heroic simplification”



STATE SPACE
EXPANSIONIST
HOMOGENIZING
IDENTIFYING

SIMPLIFYING/HOMOGENIZING
LAND: GRIDDING; --> FREEHOLD PROPERTY

MAPPING
CADASTRAL: LINKING KNOWN/TAGGED PARCELS
WITH PROPERTY REGISTER

FACILITATING
TAXATION
CONSCRIPTION
SUPPRESSION

CENTRALIZING

COMMON MEASURES

COMMON RULES

COMMON LANGUAGE

LEGIBLE LAND TENURE

--> INTL REAL ESTATE MARKET

GRIDDED CITIES

SURVEILLANCE

ALL WITH RECOGNIZEABLE UNIQUE NAMES


