
POWER TO: 

POWER OVER/
DOMINATION

POTENTIA

POTESTAS

STATE POWER AND OTHER POWER
(SPECIES)

(SUBSPECIES)

=: CAPACITIES OF
“SOCIAL AGENTS”

individual
collectivities

(=: one variety of potentia)

in Spinoza, “agenthood”--
or better, “being a cause”
is de�ned by the production of
e�ects, or what Lukes (unhappily)
terms “outcomes”

Natural Powers
(eg wood burns) passive

“Human Powers”

active:
2-way powers:
do, or not

(I’d call it “formal causation”
and the changing of form,
with Marx and Aristotle...)
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Intro to the Question

This question is
contemporary

State Power

Class Power

Ideology

Community Power

Revolt

“Society Against the
State”

Council System

Direct Democracy

Local Control

Abolition/Substitution

Spatial Dimensions
of Power

WHAT IS
POWER?


